Application No. ^ Applicant(s) 

09/467.812 YOKOYAMA. YUTAKA \ 

Examiner Art Unit 

Behrooz Senfi I 2613 

The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not Included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . K This communication is responsive to 25 June 2004 . 

2. K The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-20 . 

3. The drawings filed on 20 December 1999 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. 13 Acknowledgnnent is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 . S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's arguments and remarks, filed Jun 25, 2004, with respect to the 35 
use 103 rejection(s) (paper no. 20, dated 21 March 2004) of clajm(s) 1 and 1 1 , have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the previous rejection has been 
withdrawn and the application is in condition for allowance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 - 20 are allowed over the prior art of the record. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
the record fails to anticipate or rendered obvious the distinct conditional linnitations of 
"calculating average complexity of whole coded data from the quantization step size 
provided to the coding means and also generated code bit count provided from the 
video coding means and setting a reference quantization step size for each first image 
unit corresponding to the target average bit rate from the average complexity, along with 
other steps as cited in the independents claims 1 and 11". 

Claims 2-10 and 12-20 are allowed with respect to the independents claims 1 
And 11. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
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from the examiner should be directed to Behrooz Senfi whose telephone 
number is (703)305-0132. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (703)305-4856. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relative to the status of the application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703)306-0377. 

B. S. s.f: 

11/26/2004 /^/l l^lle^ 
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